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Alpha Clinics: Making the Future a Reality for Stem Cell-Based Therapies  

 

SYMPOSIUM AGENDA 
March 23, 2017 

 
Cooper Auditorium 

City of Hope 
1500 E Duarte Rd, Duarte, CA 91010 

 
TIME PRESENTATION SPEAKER 

07:00AM REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST 

08:00AM Welcome Address Steven Rosen, MD (COH) 

08:10AM Moderator’s Introduction of AM Sessions 
Patt Morrison, LA Times Columnist and Emmy 

Award-Winning Broadcaster 

08:15AM  
Keynote Address I: CIRM’s Role in 
Advancing Stem Cell-Based Therapies 

Randy Mills, PhD, President & CEO, CIRM  

08:30AM 
Stem Cell Therapy: Value and 
Reimbursement Considerations 

Jennifer Malin, MD (United Healthcare)  

08:45AM 
All In: Turning the Alpha Clinic Vision Into a 
Reality for Patients 

Geoffrey Lomax, Dr PH (CIRM) 

SESSION I: Deliverables – Stem Cell Therapies for Loss of Vision – UCLA/UCI Alpha Clinic 

09:00AM 
Retinal Progenitor Cells for Treatment of 
Retinitis Pigmentosa  

Henry Klassen, MD (UCI)  

09:20AM 
Second Vision: A Light At the End of the 
Tunnel 

Kristin Macdonald (Second Vision) 

09:40AM Corneal Regeneration: Now and Beyond Sophie Deng, MD, PhD (UCLA) 

10:00AM COFFEE BREAK 

10:15AM 
Keynote Address II: Removing Stakeholder 
Barriers to Stem Cell Therapy 

Pat Furlong, Founding President & CEO, Parent 
Project Muscular Dystrophy 

SESSION II: Deliverables – Targeting Leukemia with Cirmtuzumab – UCSD Alpha Clinic  

10:35AM 
Cancer Stem Cell Targeting with 
Cirmtuzumab 

Catriona Jamieson, MD, PhD (UCSD)  

10:50AM 
Oncternal Therapeutics and the Promise of 
Cancer Stem Cell Therapy 

James Breitmeyer, MD, PhD  
(Oncternal Therapeutics, Inc.)  

11:05AM 
Clinical Observations from the Phase 1 Trial 
of Cirmtuzumab  

Michael Choi, MD (UCSD) 

11:20AM 
Novel Education: We Give Patients What 
They Want in Trials—iPad 

Cory Kozlovich, BA, CCRP (UCSD) 
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TIME PRESENTATION SPEAKER 

11:35AM 
GUEST SPEAKER: RACHEL SALZMAN, DVM, THE STOP ALD FOUNDATION 

Bringing Patients, Industry, Principal Investigators and Regulators Together: 
The Adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD) Experience 

12:00PM LUNCH 

01:00PM Moderator’s Introduction of PM Sessions  
Patt Morrison, LA Times  Columnist and Emmy 

Award-Winning Broadcaster  

SESSION III: Deliverables – CAR T Cell Therapy – City of Hope Alpha Clinic  

01:05PM 
Clinical Trial of IL13r-CAR T Cells for 
Glioblastoma 

Behnam Badie, MD (COH) 

01:20PM 
CAR T Cell Therapy: Challenges and Lessons 
Learned 

Christine Brown, PhD (COH) 

01:35PM 
Considerations and Strategies for Bringing T 
Cell Products to the Market 

Aya Jakobovits, PhD (Adicet Bio)  

01:50PM 
The Center for Biomedicine and Genetics: A 
Biological Forge 

Joseph Gold, PhD (COH) 

02:05PM 
Keynote Address III: The Public’s Role in 
Advancing Stem Cell-Based Therapies 

Robert Klein, JD, former CIRM Board Chair and 
Proposition 71 leader 

SESSION IV: Pathways to Success 

02:20PM 
Negotiating Global Regulatory Pathways for 
Cell Based Therapies 

Sunil Kadam, PhD  
(QuintilesIMS Stem Cell Center) 

02:35PM Strategy for Delivery of Stem-Cell Products Louis Breton (Calimmune) 

02:50PM COFFEE BREAK 

03:05PM 

MODEL ROUNDTABLE/PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH AUDIENCE: The Alpha Clinics and the Future 
 

1. Stephanie Farnia, MPH: Payer Representative, The American Society for Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation 

2. Rachel Salzman, DVM: Patient Advocate, The Stop ALD Foundation 
3. Elizabeth Budde, MD, PhD: Clinician Investigator, City of Hope  
4. David Courtman, PhD: International Investigator, Ottawa Hospital Research Institute, 

CANADA 
5. Jonathan Thomas, PhD, JD: Chair, CIRM Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee  
6. CA State Senator (pending) 

 
Q&A session with the audience  

04:35PM 
The Shape of Things to Come - Stem Cells 
and the Lives of Real People 

Joseph Alvarnas, MD (COH) 

04:55PM Closing Remarks John A. Zaia, MD (COH) 

5:00PM 
to 

6:00PM 

 
RECEPTION (refreshments) 

Kaplan Pavilion, next to the Cooper Auditorium 
 

 


